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Thank you for coming. We are glad you are here!



Who we are: 

“Working together to 

protect all Kansans from

vaccine-preventable 

diseases.”



What we 

are about:

Overall mission is to 
protect all Kansans from 
vaccine-preventable 
diseases.

Our current goals as the 
Immunize Kansas 
Coalition are to focus on 
improving access to and 
rates of adolescent 
immunizations, paying 
special attention to HPV 
and meningococcal 
vaccination rates. 



For more information about the Immunize Kansas Coalition, visit our website at

http://www.immunizekansascoalition.org/



National Influenza-Like-Illness Activity



According to the 
Current Influenza 

Surveillance, about 10% 

of doctor’s visits during 

the week of January 7-

13 were due to flu-like 

symptoms. This 

compares to only about 

3% during the same 
week last year. 

We have not yet 

reached the peak of flu 
season.

Kansas Influenza-like 

Illness Activity



Surveillance by Kansas Region: Percent of Visits 

with Influence-Like-Illness 
(Source: ESSENCE syndromic surveillance system)
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Kansas counties included within each region in the

previous slide:



This graph shows the percent of 

deaths associated with the flu 

and pneumonia. Over 10% of 

deaths in the last reporting period 

were associated with pneumonia 

and influenza.

Percent Kansas 

Deaths Associated 

with Flu and 

Pneumonia - Trends



- Influenza reporting season runs from September 1 to May 31 of the following year. 

- Influenza and Pneumonia frequently occur together during a flu season resulting in both on 

death certificates. 

- In the past two seasons, approximately 1500 deaths were associated with pneumonia and 
influenza.  Already, there have been 690 associated deaths this season.

- Current season includes only the season-to-date statistics.

Kansas Resident Pneumonia & Influenza-Related Deaths by 

Flu Season and Causal Relationship



The flu is a serious disease. It 
is a highly contagious viral 

infection of the respiratory 

tract (nose, throat, and 

lungs) that can cause 

secondary complications 

and attack other organs in 

the body. Every year in the 

U.S., approximately 200,000 
people are hospitalized and 

tens of thousands of people 

die because of the flu. In 

fact, influenza kills more 

Americans every year than 

any other vaccine-

preventable disease -

upwards of 56,000 people, 

including approximately 100 

children.



Why should I get the flu 

vaccine if it isn’t 100% 

effective?

According to a study done by 

The Uniformed Services 

University of Health Sciences, 

people who did not get the flu 

vaccine were more likely to 

have severe flu symptoms and 

a longer duration of the illness.



Connect with us on Facebook at

https://www.facebook.com/ImmunizeKansasCoalition/





Kendra’s Legacy Foundation

- Kennis & Joan Mann





We invite you to…

Get a flu vaccine, if you haven’t already

 Visit Kennis and Joan at the Kendra’s Legacy Foundation table

 Ask an IKC Member questions about immunizations

 Pick up IKC literature

 View posters

 Enjoy hors d'oeuvres and drinks

Thank you for joining us tonight!


